The Rev. Dr.  Amanda Cunningham Ducksworth

is native of Columbus, Mississippi.  She grew up in rural Columbus and attended New Hope elementary and high school.  She is the youngest of nine children born to the late Mr. Sammie Lee Cunningham and Mrs. Callie Mae Cunningham.  Though her parents experienced educational limitations they incessantly preached the importance of getting a good education. It was their urging and her early experiences of poverty that ignited her passion for excellence in education. 

Dr. Ducksworth’s college education began at Mississippi State University in Starkville, Mississippi. Driven by her desire to succeed she relocated from Starkville, Mississippi to Atlanta, Georgia in 1988.  The move to Atlanta was a combination of divine intervention and actualizing her dream to become a successful fashion designer.  The three-week study tour to Europe changed her life drastically. She lost interest in fashion designing and developed a hunger and thirst to preach.  This challenged every fiber in her theological make-up because women did not preach in the community where she grew up.  God’s intervention led her to a church and pastoral staff that affirmed her gifts and nurtured her pastoral skills.

Dr. Ducksworth completed her Bachelor of Arts from American Continental University, in Atlanta, Georgia.  Under the guidance of spiritual mentors, (Dr. R.L. White, Jr. Rev. Lorraine White and Rev. Byron Merrit) she enrolled at the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) where she completed her Masters of Divinity in 2001.  Dr. Ducksworth was accepted in the Doctoral Programs at both ITC and Mercer University. While both graduate programs require high academic standard she chose Mercer University to experience ministry in a different culture. Her extensive experience as a corporate management consultant inspired her to research how corporate leadership training can enhance pastoral and lay leadership within the church institution. Thus, she completed a Doctor of Ministry Degree at Mercer University, McAfee School of Theology in 2008, with an emphasis on church leadership.

She was licensed to preach by Dr. R.L. White in February of 1993 and was ordained for ministry in May of 2001.  She served as an associate pastor at Mount Ephraim Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia from 1993 to 2008.  There she led numerous projects, notably the Certificate of Theology Program for ITC, the Professional Development Conference, and Job Fair.  Dr. Ducksworth’s passion for empowering people and desire to give back to the community led to the founding of their mission focused ministry, ACD Ministries in December 2005. This implementation involved various mission projects such as leadership training, Microsoft Office computer classes, health education sessions, and dialogues with survivors.  The mission projects exposed the need to launch a full time ministry and church.  

With the support of dedicated friends, family, mentors and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship; Dr. Ducksworth answered the call to pastor and launched the Columbus Fellowship Church on June 29, 2008 in Columbus, Mississippi.  

She has traveled extensively throughout the United States, Africa, Europe, and the Holy Land.  Sites traveled included Rome, Italy; Paris, France; Lucerne Switzerland; London, England; Zimbabwe Africa; Nazareth, Tiberius and Jerusalem. 

Dr. Ducksworth is certified and endorsed by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Office of Chaplains. She has served at Piedmont Hospital, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, the Young Adult Guidance Center, and Dynamic Hospice in Atlanta.  Dr. Ducksworth currently directs the Pastoral Care Department of chaplains at Brookwood Medical Center in Birmingham, Alabama. Her department provides spiritual services for a hospital of 630 plus beds and a staff of 2400 employees.  As a corporate and church consultant she has 19 years of experience in training staff, performance consulting, leadership development, and project management.  In 2003, she started her independent training company, Cunningham Consulting.  She has consulted for reputable companies such as Coca Cola, Delta Airlines, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, MetLife Insurance, Georgia Pacific, and ExecuTrain.  As a church consulting she has facilitated seminars for churches throughout the states as well as in Zimbabwe Africa.  She served as an adjunct professor with the Interdenominational Theological Center Certificate Program and Chattahoochee Technical College Continuing Education Programs.  

She also serves on the Board of Directors for Global Women, Brookwood’s Benevolent Fund Board and the Institutional Review Board. Dr. Ducksworth serves with local clergy on the Alabama Faith Council Steering Committee.

Dr. Duckworth’s ministry is a Christian education based church and training center that is distinctive in serving the diverse people of Columbus, MS, especially the working class, historically undereducated, women, and low-income populations. Columbus Fellowship Church and ACD Ministries is a collaborative, education driven church distinguished by partnerships with existing institutions both public and private, cooperative agreements which enable members to cross institutional boundaries for innovative instruction, broadly defined scholarly and creative activity, and coordinated community service. Their overall purpose is to produce professionally trained leaders for the world that are dedicated to executing the Great Commission in the church, city, state, country and global community.  

Her church offers an Adult Basic Education Program that provides training for the GED, Basic Computer Skills, Career Assessment and College Prep Courses.  Additionally, her staff tutors children after school and encourages the community to take a proactive role in improving their health by walking every Saturday morning. 

Dr. Ducksworth is married to Woodroe Ducksworth, Jr., a Hattiesburg, Mississippi native, Manager for FEMA, and a retired Army officer. He is currently studying law at Birmingham Law School. Together they enjoy serving God through serving others. 

